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Printed for M. Coorzx in Parzx- 


To the Right Honorable 


* „, WW nod 


RNS VENTURE into the Ocean of Antiqui- 
o As 9 8 ties in Confidence of Your Lordſhip's Hu- 
| ED 9s manity and great Judgment ; relying on 
== the former to hold me up, if you fee me 
ſinking ; and on the latter to diſtinguiſh me from the 
many Logs, and drowned Puppies, bobbing up and 


n- 


iv DEDICATION. 
don upon the ſame Element; and upon both for 
- Your Excuſe of this Preſumption. 


Your Lordſhip very well knows, that Studies of this 
Kind are apt, in their own Nature, to introduce 
Familiarities, not nicely regardful of Diſtinctions; be- 
cauſe it is oftentimes neceſſary to be free with Kings, 
and great Men; by making them older, or younger, 
better, or worſe, as it beſt ſuits the Purpoſe” of the 
Antiquary : There is alſo ſomething /eve/ling in theſe 
Enquiries ; where we find Rottenneſs and Corruption, 
Duſt and Aſhes, to be equally the Fate of the Em- 
peror, and the meaneſt of his Vaſſals. 


But not to found my Apology wholly upon ſuch 
mortifying Reflections: Permit me, my Lord, to plead 
Your general Civility to Strangers, and Your indul- 
gent Partialities to all Men embarked in the ſame Stu- 
dies with Your Lordſhip : Permit me likewiſe to plead 
the Merit of a Performance, which retrieves, the pro- 
per, Name of a moſt important Village, and delivers 
down to Poſterity the Antiquities of a Place, unno- 
ticed by former Writers. To theſe Conſiderations let 

me 


| DEDICATION. v 
me add the infinite Labor, as well as Uſefulneſs, of 


ſuch Diſcoveries. 


I cannot conclude this Addreſs, without joining my 


hearty Wiſhes, that, for Your Lordſhip's Amuſement, - 
ſome Hill may open itſelf, and pour ferth Treaſures | 
and Curioſities, not inferior to thoſe of FHerculaneum ; 5 
and that Your Lordſhip may live to be Vourſelf Aa rh 


moſt venerable Piece of Antiquity. 


I am, 
My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's 
Moſt devoted = „„ 


Humble Servant. 
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is a cuſtomary Reſpect generally paid to the 
8 0 Reader to give him, by way of Preface, ſome 


LL ov 


Account of the Book he has been at the 
Expence of purchaſing, and purpoſes to be 
at the Trouble of Reading: I call it Reſpe&, 
in concert with my Fellow-writers ; but I do not, in the 
leaſt, defire him to entertain a more favorable Opinion, 


either of my Manners, or of my Regard for him from 
this Circumſtance ; for I can affure him, we durſt not 


hazard our Works into the World, abſolutely upon their 
own Bottom, but are obliged previouſly to point out the 
Beauties, &c. left they ſhould not ſtrike the Reader fo 
| forcibly as, perhaps, they have us, the Authors, or 

Editors. | n e Miti 
As this is one Reaſon, and generally the principal one, 
for Prefaces, ſo there is another, a much more humble 
one, which indeed gave Birth to this; and that is to ac 
quaint the Publick with what Labor, Injury to Health, 
and Loſs of Eyes I have finiſhed the following Hiſtory. 
Indeed, courteous Reader, I have ſpent the major Part 
of a long Life in this Study, and I have inverted, as it 
were, 


CF 
4 
2 — * 
— <E * 
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WACT 


1 were, the very Form of my Body in your Service; which 
_ Was once plumpith, and inclining to fat upwards, . but by 
* my Sedentarineſs is now fallen downwards, to the no 
ſmall Increaſe of my Legs; when I firſt engaged, I had 
Eyes of mine own, but now I cannot ſee, even with the 
_ Aſſiſtance of Art: I have gone from Spectacles of the firſt 
=E Sight (i, e.) the leaſt Magnityers, to the third and greateſt 
_ == Magnifyers: The Chevalier Taylor gives my Eyes over, 
and my Opricign writes me word he can grind no higher 
for me. Thus in endeavoring, according to my Motto, 


to bring to light the hidden Things of Darkneſs, I have 
Penſion of your Candor upon me. 


ing the Dates, , Progreſs 


very choice of whom they had them: An Indolence and 


cannot, and to beg we are aſbamed, much depends upon 
ſteal, q uit 

The particular Motives that induced me, at this Time, 
to publiſh the following Work, were really no other, than 
to eſtabliſh the World in their preſent Belief of Antiqui- 


| loſt my Sight; for which I hope you will ſettle a ſmall 


I will ſay nothing of the Uſefulneſs of theſe Diſcoveries, 
becauſe I muſt, at the ſame Time, publiſh my own Im- 

portance, and Services to the Publick ; but was I not 
reſtrained by this conſequential Mode of Modeſty, I 
ſhould make no Scruple to affert, that Reſearches of this 
ſort tend more to the illuſtrating Hiſtory, and aſcertain- | 
, Settlements and Cuſtoms of our 
Anceſtors, than all the Rapins, the Echards,: and the 
1 Cartes put together; for hey appear to me not to have 
1 dug up their Materials themſelves, and not to have been 


Indifference always fatal to Hiſtory; for when dig we - 
the Abilities of the Antiquity-maker from whom we 


ties, which I greatly ſuſpe ſome ill-deſigning Men, both 
ö at 
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at Home, and Abroad, are now-endeavoring to ſub- 
vert : The Foundation-of theſe my Fears is, partly, the 


uncommon Application of Men to Vovel-writing ; tor 
though theſe Books come-out under the Pretence of Di- 
verſions and Amuſements, I am very apprehenſive ſome 
latent Malevolence at Antiquity lies couched under it ; 

(an Artifice very common in the World) and partly, che 
ſeeming Humanity of the Swediſb Phyſician, who re- 
commends Iron, inſtead of Braſs Implements in Cookery ; 
for though in a Patriot-view we may think him promot- 
ing the Iron Mines of his Country, or in a benevolent 
one, the Life and Health of his Fellow-creatures, yet I 
wiſh his main Deſign be not levelled at Braſs and Copper, 


in order to diforedit thoſe noble Monuments of Antiquity, 


find theſe Apprehenfions of mine groundleſs; but the 


ſuch as Coins, now remaining in theſe Metals; and par- 

ticularly as he lays the greateſt Streſs upon the 'Unwhole- 
mene of the Ruſt and Verdegreaſe Suffuſions, which 
make theſe Coins ſo very valuable. I ſhould be glad to 


ſame indirect Attack (inviſible indeed to common Eyes) 
we are told, has been made upon Proteſtantiſm by Father 
Hardovin, and upon Chriſtianity itſelf by Dr. Miadleton. 
But to give a more ae Account of myſelf, and 
this Work, in the Words of a great Antiquary of the pre- 
ſent Age: 

© It being my Lot to be fixed in the Villa of 
« WHEATFIELD ; and finding that it abounds with 
many curious Materials, which, if digeſted, might be 
of Uſe to preſent and future Generations, I thought 1 
could not better employ my. Leiſure Hours, than in 
« compiling this Book, which I now offer to the Rea- 
66 der. 5 | 

| B 77 | « It 
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It might have been more co om Go, of 
e the Pariſh had been carefully kept. 

In this laborious and toilſome Work, [I cannot la- 
ments I have 
* received, have been | only] repeated Acts of Beneficence, 
and good Preferment ;” { for in Truth I have not been 
favored even with ſuch Trifles.] *© Nor in other Re- 
ſpects can I boaſt of much Encouragement ; for I have 
* not [one] Subſcriber ; and the Expence of this Book, 
even allowing nothing for my Time and Pains, every 
«© underſtanding Perſon may judge.” 

This Want of due Encouragement hath retarded for 
e {ſome time the Publication of this Book, (while I was 
© hefitating whether I ſhould commit it to the Preſs or 
* the Flames) but the World is no Loſer by that Delay; 
« fince it has aftorded me full Leiſure, and Opportunity 
* to perfect this Work to the utmoſt of my Power; 


X . 


\ becauſe ſuch Heſitations naturally promote uncommon 


Diligence and Application to perfect a Book, equally 
poiſed, between the Fire, and the Preſs. ] 

« By the Advice of Friends I have choſen to print it 
„in'“ Qgarto, © as the moſt commodious Form; and 
* though it be but thin, it contains as much as might 
© have been run out into a more bulky” Octauo; (be- 
cauſe one fourth of a Sheet contains two eighths, and 


one Fold of the Paper more would have made the Bulk 


Juſt double. ] * 
- - - - Side incunce remota eff 
Uncia, gui far 5 ereft P---triens.--- 
-=====- redit uncia quid fit ? 
Semis, Hos. 


| * See the Preface to the Hiſtory, Oc. of Colche/r, by P. M. printed at London 1748. 


Extracts 


— of Letters, Mc. to the AUTHOR and 
EDITOR. | 


Cannot but Seele the p Ape, that 
ſuch a Genius for Antiquities 4s riſen amongſt us; 
from whoſe Reſearches and Diſcoveries .the World may 
expect much publick Service, Matte virtue ęſio. 


A. B. 
15 Have read over your Hiſtory, &c. of WHEATFIELD, 
and next that of Colchefter in the Year 1748, 1 think 
it the beſt, and moſt uſeful Book that has been written, of 
many Years, upon that Subject. I am certain your De- 
dication can give no Offence, though you had not ſpecial 


Licenſe : I ſhould be proud of it, could it be trans erred 
to B. C. 


AI Muſt not forget to thank you for the Loan of your 
Antiquities, &c. I hope you intend to make : 0 
publick ; the Chain, as far as it continues whole, is ex- 
cellently diſpoſed, and where broken, is happily. amended 
by natural Conjectures; and your Stile, like the Emblem 
of your Subject, ferpit humi, as well as the beſt of your 
Contemporaries. I wiſh, contrary to my Expogation 
the ungrateful World may pay you for your 


B 2 | n 
To 


ne 


xii Extracts of LETTER, &. 


To the unknown Author and Editor of the Hiſtory 


and Antiquities of WHEATFIELD. 


$4 TU RN, or Time, no more ſhall Britons fear 


Drawn are his Teeth, and run is his Career; 
No longer fierce the Column to conſume, 
Or duſty o'er the Heroe's nodding Plume; 
By you ſet free, and prompt at your Command, 
See Pillars, Columns, Arches cloud the Land! 


Heroes, that long in Duſt and Aſhes lay, 


Start from their Tombs, and cry, Come, come away. 


You give Oblivion nought but trivial Things, 
Songs to the Fair, and Rirth-day Odes to Kings. 


— *. * 2 
1 


On the Same. 


and your Glaſs, 


E. 


LD Time, with your Seythe, and your Snake, 


Have a Care of yourſelf, there's a Snake in the Graſs / 


A Snake, like the Serpent in Mos zs's Hand, 


That will eat up your Snake at the Word of Command. 


E. 


F. 


Ad 


5 


Extracts of LxTTERS, &c. 


Ad Eundem. 


UA M potis es ſeclis tritis revocare nitorem, 
. | Heu | quondam forme priſca Corinna petit; 
Ars tua nil magni refugit ; miſerere Corinne ; 
Dentes, quos dempſti a tempore, dentur ei. 
E. G. 


Cum multis aliis. 
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ee ancient Villa or Pariſh of WHEATFIELD lies 
on the South-weſt Part of the County of Suffolk, in 
the 52d Degree, 12 Minutes of Northern Latitude, 
and diſtant from London 66 Miles. It ſtands upon the 
n South and Eaſt Side of a lofty Hill, gradually rifing 
D from the River Brett, which begins at à Village called 
Brettenham, [a] Britonum villam, and ends at Higham in the ſaid 
County, where it empties itſelf into Stour, the River that parts Suf- 


folk from Eſſex ; 1 
—— 25 non alius per pinguiculta | 


In fluram puram dilectior influit amnts. 


There are no leſs Number than five Bridges, three of Brick, and 
two of Wood, over the Brett, and five Water-mills, all within the 
Compaſs of 3 Miles; beſides a Ford called Overgang, probably ſo 


L] Bart. Gloſ- 


named 
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named by t the he upon paſling g this River at that Place; the Word 
Gang being of [5] Scetiſh Extraction. Theſe numerous Communi- 
cations were made for the Sake and Convenience of carrying on the 
Traffick of Wheat, and the no leſs numerous Mills (all of them to 
this Day Corn-mills) were erected with a View to the ſame End; 
for it does not _ from the oldeſt Records, that ever any Manu- 
facture was eſtabliſhed here, or any where near, ſo as to make this 
Village a Thorough- fare. 

So noted was this Place, even ſince the Conqueſt, that it appears 
to have been made a Guide or Direction to the more obſcure Villages 
adjacent; for in a 71 of the Grants to St. John's Abbey in 
Colchgfter, I find that Amlle gave four Acres of Eand at 
Elmfett, near y - 2 rum) HEA TF IELD. . 
Neither Poſt, Coach, nor Stage Waggon, ſet out from hence, nor 
are they in the lcaſt wanted; for the Waggons, Tumbrels, and Horſes 
of the Place are always ſufficient to carry out the Inhabitants and 
their 1 for as they have ever Occaſion to go; and the 

Gngte Poſta er to London will -amply pay + Meſſe to 
| þ a. wide | E. of their Correſpondenge. gl T Ty 

WHEATFIELD was called by the Romans VILLA FRUMEN- 
TARIA, and ſometimes, hyperbolically, SICILIA BRITANNICA, 
for the Excellency and Plenty of Wheat growing therein. The 
: Saxons called it wp averety, ' wpare ſigni Wheat, and reip 
Field; which the Moderns, for want Skill in the Saxon 
Tongue, miſtaking its Etymology, now corruptly call 'WHAT- 
FIELD. There are not wanting lea earned Men, I confeſs, who adhere 
to the vulgar Reading; and in ſupport of it ſuppoſe, that the Saxons, 
out of Surprize and Amazement at the Fertility of the Place, cried 
out, What Feld! And from that Moment, accordin _ the capri- 

cious and licentious Nomination of Men and Things of thoſe Times, 
called it WIIAT FELD. 

It appears to have been a Raman Station, from the frequent [c] 
Feſſe in many Parts of the Hus and by: che Coins oſten plough'd 


r Ie Dion, Amm. Mar. | 2 

. sus, har 1 the Time of Claudius to that of Valentinian, the Roman 
Col only was current in this Nation. It is certain all che Coins found here begin and 
end at thoſe Aras. Upon all the Reverſes are either CERES AUGUSTA or CERES 
FRUGIFERA, with Emblems of Wheat Ears and Cornucopias, from which Circum- 

ſtance | collect that this particular Money was coined for the Uſe of this Village, and 

that ju Currency probably never exceeded the Boundaries of it. 
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up in a Field called Caſtle Field, to have been in their Hands from 
the Beginning of Claudius to the Death of Valentinian ITId ; when the 
Raman Eagle took its Flight from Britain. There are no Remains of 
the Caſtle; but from the Eminence and Convenience of its Situation, 
it was excellently adapted to overlook the Aratores in tilling the 
Ground, and the Meſſores in reaping and Tad in the Harveſt: 


For which reaſon it was probably the 
Annone, or Frumenti. | 1 
Not a Roman Stadium to the Weſt, there is a very uncouth Decli- 
vity, and a Pit, where, no doubt, was the Fornax calcaria, to make 
Lime for building the Caſtle; the Soil being Chalk, and the Field 
called to this Day, according to the Saxon Tranſlation, CYLN Ft LD, 
KILN-FIELD. | | 
Towards the Eaft ſtands an Edifice-emphatically called the For- 
nax : Here was erected a Fornax Lateraria, as appears from the Ex- 
cavations in many Parts about it, (now converted into Fiſh-ponds), 
and from the broken Roman Tegulæ and Lateres, found frequently 
in the adjacent Fields. | 
Part of the Pariſh Church is manifeſtly Roman, but how. much 
larger the Structure was, and for what Uſe, is not ſo apparent: Perhaps, 
as it lies upon the [e] Via Icenorum, it was a Horreum, or Granary ; 
which Suppoſition is much ſtrengthened by its ſubſequent Uſe; for 
nothing could have induced the good Biſhop to ſuffer a Heathen Build- 
ing to be converted into a-Chritian Church, but that particular Cir- 
cumſtance of its having been a Repoſitory for Wheat ; that Grain 
being ſo often made uſe of ſymbolically to ſignify ſomething much 
better. | | | | | 
The Parſonage Houſe, encompaſſed by a Moat, is an ancient, tho! 
not a Roman Building; but it is not without ſome extraneous Orna- 
ments of Roman Architecture, pick d up perhaps from the Ruins of 
the [/] Temple erected to G/audius, which poſſibly ſtood in the ſame 
Place, ſurrounded with Ig] Water for the Convenience of Sacrificing. 
In a Cornice of exquifite Workmanſhip, there is a large Roman C. 
and ſome imperfe& Figures of the Date UN. C, but the Ignorance of 
ſome modern Inhabitant has defaced it, either by prefixing the initial 
Letter of his own Chriſtian Name, or by giving a ridiculous Tail. to 
another Roman C, (inſcribed perhaps C. C. Claudius Ceſar) and fo. 


Caſtellum of a Præfectus 


L Roſin. Antiquit. [e] Ant. Itin. [/I Tae. Dien. II Era. Ag. 
N e eee converting 


— 
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converting it into ; whom, ſearching the Pariſh Regiſter, I 
take to hive dern d ſimple Redior, one — e Carter. 12 

In a Garden of mcdern Piſpoſition belongi g to the Parſonage, 
formerly called the Orchard, te a Grecian 8 built accord- 
ing to ls Model Andronicus Cyrraftes gave to the Athenians. It is an 
Octogon, ſupported by eight Jenic Pillars; which Order being ſacred 
to Bacchus, Apollo, Ceres, and Diana, it was, no doubt, dedicated to 
one of thoſe Deities ; and moſt probably to Ceres, as it is ſurrounded 
by ſome very rich Land, and looks over a very fertile Country ; it 
being cuſtomary to build Temples in the Places moſt agreeable to 
the Deities. There is an Inſcription upon the Entablature of one of 
the Pillars, that indeed puts it paſt all Diſpute ;-for, though defaced 
in ſome Letters, it is moſt eaſy and natural to fill it up with the 
Name, &c. of that Deity, UFPEPIS NH OMNIA MUNUS, 
- (4. c.) CERERIS SUNT OMNIA MUNUS + 

Some learned Antiquaries are of Opinion, that this Temple, 
amongſt other Spoils of Greece, was brought to Rome, and afterwards 
tranſported to Britain, and placed, where it now ſtands, by Claudius 
Cxjfar-: But there is one fatal Objection to this Account, and that is 
the Latin Inſcription upon it; for Claudius was a Scholar, underſtood 
_ Greek, and valued Antiquities, and would not have been guilty of 
ſuch an Inconſiſtency as to write in Latin upon an ancient Grecian 
Building: It is therefore much more 8 that this Temple was 
built here according to the Grecian Orders, and dedicated and in- 
ſcribed at the ſame time it was erected. It ſtands upon a very high 
Hill, open to the [þ] rifing Sun, and the Frontiſpiece is placed to- 
wards the Weſt, according to the Cuſtom of moſt Nations, who 
worſhi upon the ſi] Tops of Mountains, with their Faces to 
the Near this T grow Oak, Yew, and Box Trees, planted 
there with a View to repair, or refit the Deity within; for we are told 
that amongſt the ancient Greeks, their Statues were made of [+4] Wood, 

and that 7] Cypreſs „Cedar, Oak, Aſh, Turns and * Trees were 


uſed for 2 Napa. | 
Felices populi quorum naſeuntur in bertis 
Numina. 


I cannot but obſerve the uity of Clandins in his Choice - 
NR It is not pick d up, lee alen Kaen from in 


4 orde, foreign de the- SubjeRt; is taken from a ſolemn 
Deity to whom the Temple is dedicated. 

"I Views. [7] Potter Lycoph adverſ. 42. [I] Plutarch. [I] on. 

18 
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This Temple is made of Wood and Plaiſter, and therefore cannot 
be ſuppoſed to be the identical Temple firſt erected here; though 
the Orders have been very exactly preſerved; but, like the Royal So- 
vereign, [m] has been built and rebuilt till ſcarce a Plank is left of 
the original Structure. The Pavement is teſſellated Muſaic, cor- 
ruptly called Moſaic Work. 8 

There were many imperfect Letters and Words upon ſome Scamna, 
or Benches, diſpoſed in different Parts of the Garden, which more 
than hint to us that obſcene God Priapus had a Statue erected to 
him in one of the Fruit Quarters; for the Priapeia Carmina have 

le haut Galt tle Salete, which diſcriminates them from all other Car- 
mina whatever. The Modeſty of modern Times has reſolved the 
Doubt, Cum faber incertus Scamnum faceretne Priapum, in favour of 
Decency, by converting, and as it were returning the inutile Ii gnum 
to its native Purpoſes; and I wiſh the Learning of modern Times 
alſo had been able to read, becauſe it would certainly have eraſed the 
filthy Inſcriptions : However, I have had Intereſt enough to prevail 
with the preſent Poſſeſſor, upon convincing him of their Obicenity, 
by the Help of a Dictionary, to demoliſh them all. No Traces, no 
legible Appendages of this beaſtly Deity remain in the Garden. The 
ſame cannot be affirmed of the Villa; for the Aſſes, which were at 
ficſt introduced to furniſh out a conſtant Supply of Victims to him, 
are now, upon the Ceſſation of annual Maſſacres, ſo increaſed as to 
be Nuſances to the whole Neighbourhood ;/ and unleſs fome other 
friendly Cauſe of the fame Sacrifices be invented to reduce their 
Number, they will, tis feared, in time over-run the whole King- 
dom.— The Nakedneſs of the Boys and Girls, who are the Formido 
avium at certain Seaſons of the Year, I do not conſider as a Tincture 
of Priapiſin, or want of Modeſty, but real Want of Cloathing. 

In a ſhady and obſcure Part of the ſame Garden, there remains 
very entire a Gothic Arch, built with black Flints, and directly over 
the Center of the Arch is placed an Angel, in a full-bottom'd Wig, 
cloathed with a Veſtment of many Folds, tied together by a Ban- 
dage, not unlike what our Clergy call a Saſh, with Wings fully ex- 

anded, bearing, and, as it were, preſenting with both Hands, a 
hield, Pearl, a Feſſe, Sable, between three Garbes, Or, ſuppoſed 


(e Burch. Nav. Hiſt. 
i Gert 5 Sheaf of Corn. Pate 4d we 1 E me ni pio quem patria ſin- 
gua Seaf (Sceaf) dicimus, Gallic vero Garbam, * 2 * 
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to have been deviſed according to the Properties, and Name of the 
Pariſh, WHEATFIELD. © This Herald Angel ſeems to have been 
commiſſioned 2 the ſame Superſtition that employ d the like Sort of 
Minifter to preſent the Arms of France to + Clovis, the firſt Chriſtian 
King of that Nation. | 
I deliver this Conjecture as ſuch, and do by no means aſſert it to 
be Matter of Fact; a cautionary Diſtruſt not ſo generally acknow- 
ledg'd by Antiquaries; for one of theſe Gentlemen, after telling us, 
that Helena upon digging for a Foundation for a Church, found three 
Crofſes, very roundly aflerts, that © for this very Reaſon it is, that the 
u] Arms of Colche ler are a (one) Croſs between three Crowns or Co- 
*« ronets.” Whereas it is much more probable, that theſe Arms owe 
their Being to the miraculous Croſs and\Crown exhibited to Conſtan- 
ine, which he wore afterwards in his Standard, his Shield, and his 
Banner; to which Monkiſh Superſtition might add two Crowns 
more, for the ſake of the Sacred Number. In ſhort, the Croſs, as 
the general Emblem of Chriſtianity, the Croſs in the Shield of St. 
George, the Croſs as the Badge of the creſſed or crouched Friers of the 
Monaſtery of Holy Croſs founded at Co/cbe/ter in the Year 1244, with- 
out the Aid of this abſurd ridiculous Story of Helena, might, any of 
them, more probably give Arms to Colchefter. Three Crowns were 
once the Arms of Britany, three Crowns are now Part of the Arms of 
the Skinners Company, three Triple Crowns are the Arms of the 
Drapers Company; and one, two, or three Crowns are common 
Arms to Societies of Men incorporated by Royal Charter. But J for- 
myſelf; Helena did not find three Crowns, or Coronets, with the 
three Croſſes, though ** for this very Reaſon,” they engroſs the ma- 
jor Part of the Shield Riſum tenratis amici. 
Another of theſe Gentlemen, as full of the ſame flat unnatural 
Imagination, and as peremptory in his Concluſions from it, tells us, 
17 Arms of Dover are an Highwayman on Horſeback, rob- 
bing a Man on Foot; whereas in Fact, they are St. Martin on Horſe- 
back, pulling off his Cloak to give it a Beggar on Foot: That very 


Lon tient par miracle que la Sainte Ampvule dom l'on fe ſert au ſacre de ſes ſuc- 
ceſſeurs luy fut envoyee du Ciel auffi bien que Vauriflame ou etendart de guerre, & les 
feurs de lys armes de roys de France, parce qu'il port ou auparavant ecartele au 1 & 4. 
aur à trois diademes d'or au 2. & 3 Cargent a 3: crapaux de Sinople, Hiſtoir de 
France. | ; | 

Le] Hit. of Colch. page 34 [0] Ws. Notitia Parliament. pag. 71. 
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St. Martin to whom a Church was built at Canterbury, fo early as the 
Time of the Romans, according to [y] Bede. 

I ſhould not have ſaid thus much upon ſo trifling a Subject, if I 
was not under ſome Apprehenſions that the Forgeries and Legerde- 
main of the 15th Century are reviving and practicing at this Time; 
and that the Spirit of the Monk of Viterbo has taken up his Habitation 
in ſome Britiſh earthly Tabernacles ; for a late Attempt upon Milton 
was as impudent and daring, as .Anmus's Publication of Beroſus Ma- 
netho, Metaſtenes, Arch#lochus, &c.— And not only Authors, but Mo- 
numents of Aritiquity have been alſo counterfeited, as appears from 
ſome very modern-Inventioris, as well as from many in Gruter's Col- 
lection of Inſcriptions. In whatever Age, whether 1500, 1600 or 
1748, Men grow inquiſitive into Matters of Antiquity, Men of more 
. Learning, and better Invention, immediately ſet themſelves to work, 
to gratify their Curioſity ; and ſuch Things are fo greedily ſwallow'd 
by the leſs judicious, it is almoſt impoſſible to convince them of the 
Impoſture. I beg Pardon for this Digreſſion. 

The Gothic Arch deſciibed above, is not ſepulchral, but merely 
monumental, and is probably a Cenotapbium to the Memory, or to 
quiet the Manes, of ſome Briton who deferved well of Agriculture. 

On the more Weſtern Side of the #7!/a lies a Crefarmum, which 
zwas a [] Locus Sepulture ; and by the Poſition of the many large 
Bodies found there, it appears to have been made fince the Eſtabliſh- 
ment of Chriſtianity by the Emperor Canſtantine; for they all lie 
with their Faces to the Eaſt; an Exactneſs that could ſcarcely have 
been obſerved, in the more unſettled Times of that Religion ; and 
there are no Signs of their having been turned fince their firſt Inter- 


ment. A Thigh-bone of uncommon Size was lately dug up in an 


adjoining Village, which an ingenious Antiquary obtained, by giving 


his promiſſary Note to return it upon Demand of the proper Owner. 


About the Centre of the Villa, there is a large Field, in which 


moſt probably the Feaſts, the Srativæ Friæ on the 7th of the Ka- 
lends of May, to Robigus, and from him called Rebrgalia, were cele- 
brated : They were inſtituted to invoke the Aid of that Deity [r] ad 
arcendam a ſatis Rubiginem, &c. At theſe Feaſts, as at the Saturnalia, 
Intemperance, and all Kinds of Licentiouſneſs had their full Swing ; 
ſo that in early Times that Confufion of Senſe, and Debility of 


[2] Bede Hiſt, Eccleſ, lib, 2. chap. 26, [9] Rofin. Antiq · Cr] Var. Plin. 
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Limbs which Intoxication occaſions, was called a Robigation, or ſome- 
times a Robigalation, Theſe Feaſts are now obſolete and unobſerved, 
but there is another to Ceres at the ending of Harveſt, which always 
concludes, if I may be allowed the Expreſſion, with a Robigation. 
From hence Superſtition has poſſeſſed the Inhabitants, that drunk or 
ſober, it is impoſſible to find the Way out of this Field in the Dark, 
but that every one, that is ſo hardy as to'make the Experiment, is 
Rdblet-led;, by which they mean led by ſome Ghoſt or Phantom; 
whereas in Truth nothing at firſt was intended, but only that thoſe 
who had dipp'd too deep in the Pleaſures of Feſtivity, and could not 
walk, were Robigated, or Robi galeded, when they could not get out 
of the Ficld, ; | | | 
This Inſtitution, pious in itſelf, was adopted by Mamercus Biſhop 


of Vienne, afterwards by Sidonius Biſhop of Clermont, and in the be- 
ginning of the ſixth Century, the firſt Council of Orleans appointed 
that it ſhould be yearly obſerved to the true God. At the Reforma- 


=y 


tion, when all Proceſſions were aboliſhed, yet for retaining the Per- 
ambulations of the Circuits of Pariſhes, it was ordained that People 
thall once a Year, at the Time accuſtomed, aſſemble together to give 
Thanks to God for the Increaſe and Abundance of the Fruits upon 
the Face of the Eerth, and go the Circuit of their ſeveral Pariſhes ; 
which Uſage is ſtill: kept up, but, I am afraid, the religious Part is 


generally neglected; for inſtead of Men's returning Thanks, they are 


too commonly engaged in filching and purloining, here and there, a 


little Piece of Land from their Neighbours; and the Day ends too 


frequently with an Abuſe of thoſe very Creatures for which they 


ſhould return Thanks. 


There are [] Diſci, Sympuvie, and Pateræ, to be met with in 


almoſt every Houſe, but they are not put to very religious Uſes. Fibulz 
are very rare, or unnoticed ; owing, probably, to the confined Idea 


Men have of the Rotundity of a Button; whereas the Roman Fjbula 


was of various Forms: I have lately been favor'd with a Sight of one 


by a Lady: It is about three Inches long, regularly taper'd, and ſharp 


inted ; in all reſpects like the Roman Fibulz found at [7] Ribchefter 


in Lancaſhire, except the Curvature. By the Devices engraved on it, viz. 


the Arcus and Sagitter, it ſeems to bave been a Pin of the modeſt God- 
deſs Diana ;—Subnetitt fibula veſlem. It has a ſmall Eye at the larger 


LJ Text. Roſin. Antiq. e] Leigh Hiſt. Lancaſh. 
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Find, as the Roman Acus, through which ſomething of Lace or Bob- 
bin might be drawn (as a Nail through the [] Linch-pin of an Axle- 
tree, to keep the Wheel on) that the Fibulæ might not at any Time 
ſlip out, and expoſe the Nakedneſs of that chaſte Deity. I ſhall not 
diſpute it with the learned, if they chooſe to ſuppoſe, that this is a 
Fibuls Chirurgica ; and that the Arcus and Sagitte are as well Em- 
blems of Apollo, the God of Phylick ; though ſuch an Explanation 
ſubjects the Faculty to idle Jokes, and Reflections; and it had cer- 
tainly been more decent, if not more juſt, to have given Emblems of 
his healing, rather than of his murdering Capacity. This Inſtrument 
probably the Poil;nFores made uſe of to lard the dead Bodies, it had 
killed, with the more ſtringy, though unctuous ſorts of Spices. It is 
now uſed, O Tempora O Mores ! as a Bodkin, 

There are but two Names remaining in the Villa of Roman Extrac- 
tion; (via.) the Rufill Family, probably deſcended from that Fop 
Rufillus recorded by Horace; but it is much departed from all idle 
Taſte of Eſſences and Perfumes : And the Vince Family, from thoſe 
hardy People the Veientes, [w] or Vincentes, as they ſhould be called, 
ſo early incorporated with the Romans : And much of that Robuſt- 
neſs continues in this athletic Family, 

Alfter the Departure of the Romans, and upon the Irruption of the 
Scots and Pidis, this Village was again made a Settlement of the 
Enemy; [x] but they proved leſs eruel and oppreſſive than was ex- 
pected ; for when they had filled their hungry Bellies, they laid them- 
ſelves down at their Eaſe, and gave little Moleftation ; for the ancient 
Inhabitants, obſerving the pacific Power of Plenty and Fullneſs, took 
Care to avail themſelves of it; and accordingly 2 Officers, not 
unlike the Keepers of wild Beaſts, to ply them, whenever they ſeem'd 
reſtleſs, with Dumpling ; the Tertium guid of chymical Cookery, 
from thoſe two ſimple Ingredients, Meal and Water. Gildas, indeed, 
that ſorrowful Hiſtorian, with a peculiar Propenſity to turn every 
thing into Lamentation, deduces their Savageneſs and Cruelty from 


' ſome innocent Poſts, erected for a different Purpoſe, by ſuppoſing 
them Engines and Gibbets of Torture, for the poor Natives of this 
Place. But a late eminent Antiquary, though he has not given us the 
true Uſe of them, has certainly led us to it. He fancies from an 
old Manuſcript; that theſe were Mile and rubbing Poſts ; and then 


[«] Vitru, [w] Liv, [x] Gild. Bed. 


with 
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with an Imagination as airy as New- Market itſelf, talks of Matches 
and King's Plates being run for on this two Mile Courſe ; not confi- 
dering, that if the Soil has continued from the Flood, in the State it 
is now in, it was always too deep and heavy for ſuch Diverſions. 
"Tis much more probable that Worms or Mould have robb'd his Ma- 
nuſcript of two Letters S C, and that it was ſcrubbing inſtead of rub- 
bing Poſts; a Contrivance not leſs politic than the other of feeding 
their Enemies; Optimus, quos paſcere et ſcabere, eff triumphus : For 
Naturaliſſs inform us, that all cutaneous Diſtempers, even thoſe that 
ſpring from Poverty of Blood, are always inflamed by high living ; 
and that a thriving is conſtantly an itching Condition; a Senſation ſo 
pleaſing with, and fo intolerable without ſcratching, that Inſtinct has 
directed brute Beaſts under ſuch Titillations to aſſiſt one another; and 
from thence comes the Latin Proverb, Scabunt mutuo Muli. 

The Religion of theſe People- did by no means require Temples, 
and their Want of Taſte and Elegance made them quite indifferent 
about the Order of their other Buildings; ſo that the Hutts they 
erected, which are the greater Part now ſtanding, are rather Dormi- 
tories, than Houſes of any other Accommodations. They left behind 
them no good, nor, indeed, wicked Cuſtoms; but many that were 
clowniſh and indelicate : Such as blowing the Noſe without a Hand- 
kerchief.—ſitting down to Dinner without a Table- cloth, —and do- 
ing the Occaſions of Nature over a Rail, or a Battling. They left 
no Neftrams but what were culinary, fuch as how to make Frumen- 
tary, and Haſty Pudding, and no Diſtemper, but the Itch, for which 
they will be always had in Remembrance. Many of theſe People, 
enamoured with the Plenty, and Change of Diet,  peaceably ſettled 
here, and ſome of their Poſterity are ſtill remaining in the Village. Of 
the firſt, ate the 1 Wee, the Steward, and a numerous Family, 

rovincially called, Scots, who coming in a hurry left their proper 

ames behind them. Of the ſecond, are the Greens, the Browns, 
and the Oſborn Family, which latter, though written with an O, 
according to the broad Pronunciation of thoſe People, is, orthogra- 
phically, 1 a Word ſynonimous to naked. To the P:i#s we 
are indebted for the Barberry, the Safflow, the Moad, and the Mad- 
der, ſo uſeful, and even neceſſary, in Dying. Oy, 

The Saxons ſucceeded next, who, coming by [Y] Invitation of the 
Briteus ; and as Friends and Allies, were neither formidable to the 
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Village, nor, at firſt, injurious to it; but rather ſet out as Benefac- 
tors, correcting ſome Errors, and filling up ſome Omiſſions their Pre- 
deceſſors had been guilty of. But this peaceable and improving Spirit 
laſted a very little Time; for as ſoon as their treacherous Leader con- 
cluded a Peace with the P:#:, this little Detachment, Regis ad Ex- 
emplum, dealt as treacherouſly with the Natives of this Village; en- 
tering into Leagues and Cabals with the Scots and Pi#s now ſettled 
here: And had it not been for the many Foffe and Intrenchments of 
the Romans which the Natives were luckily poſſeſſed of, they had 
been totally extirpated. But in Proceſs of Time theſe Animoſities 
ceaſed, and indeed a perfect Amity commenced between the two 
People: The Britons returned to the Plough, and tilling the Ground, 
and the Saxons buſied themſelves in mechanical Employments. They 
made Doors to the Hutts erected by the Scots and Picts, built Chim- 
ries which the former never heard of, and made Windows which 
they never wanted. They carved huge Columns for Bedpoſts, and 
emboſſed Bread-and-Cheeſe Cupboards; ſet Tables upon magnificent 
Pillars, and Chairs upon Cloven Feet. They prayed a Faculty for 
building a Church, and another for Liberty to make Uſe of the 
jz] Roman Horreum as a Part; both which they obtained for the 
cuſtomary Fees, ſo religiouſly due, upon Deodands > And that ſtately 
Structure, all but the Steeple, which is now the Pariſh Church, 
is the pious Effect of the good Biſhop's Indulgence, and the Savon 
Devotion. The almoſt angular arched Door-ways, the loaded Win- 
dows with gouty Pillars and Gothic Devices, like ſo many Centinels 
placed there to keep the Light out, the Harpies to hang Hats on, and 
the. Devil's Faces on the Cicling to turn our Devotion into Horror; 
the Dragons ſpouting Water without, and the Dolphins breathing the 
Holy-Fie within, are all the unnatural Invention of the Saxons. * 

There are, at leaſt, two Saxon Families now in the Village, viz. 


the Edgars and the Cuthberts; the firſt, though deſcended from the 


King of that Name, is no more than a poor. Day-Labourer; and the 
latter's vaſt Poſſeſſions here are reduced to a ſmall Farm of ten Pounds 
per Ann. Such is the Inftability of human Greatneſs, ſo averſe are 
the Laws of Providence to a Perpetuity of carthly Grandeur! 

The [a] Dances were not long landed in this: Iſland, before they 
ſent a Detachment to ſecure this important Village; and they entered 


[z] Cod. Theod. de Paganis. [a] Sim. Dun. Florent, 
D it 
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it on the South Side, at a Gate called, to this Day, for that Reaſon, 
Enter- Lond. Gate; as a Memorial of their Entrance upon the Land 
of Wheat and Plenty at that very Place: But they were not ſo eaſily 
i admitted, as the former Depredators had been; the Britons, the 
Scots, and Pits, and the Saxons joining Forces, and with great Una- 
nimity oppoſing them. There are ſeveral round Hillocks, which 
was the uſual Form of a Daniſh Intrenchment, caſt, up in different 
Parts of the Village ; now, indeed, called Mill-Hills, through Mi- 
ſtake, or perhaps with modern Propriety ; becauſe ſome Wind-mills 
may, ſince theſe Times, have been erected upon them. How long 
they lay in this hoſtile Manner, and whether they forced their Way, 
or entered upon Capitulation, neither William of Malmſbury, nor 
Matthew of Weſtminſter inform us; but certain it is, they ſtaid long 
enough to fix ſome of their Language; ſuch as GRAVE from 
| gnake, Zegere, to cover, and GAFFER from rarexe, which ſignifies 
Maſter ; a Word in ſuch general Uſe here, that, within the Space of 
thirty Years, there was but one Man, except the Parſon, that was 
ever accoſted by any other Term of Salutation. The ſame may be 
faid of GAMMER for Miſtreſs. 

There are no Buildings we can ſtyle Dani/h, nor any Remains of 

their mechanick Abilities, except a few [% Grave Rails, laid over 
ſome Perſons of Daniſb Extraction; and theſe are ill proportioned, 
and needleſsly inform us of their Uſe, by confuſed Repreſentations of 
Hour-Glaſſes, Scythes, Skulls and Skeletons. The Danes gave the 
Bells to the Church, as appears from the only legible Word on them, 
viz. Gud, which ſignifies God. 

In a Parlour belonging to a Farm-houſe called the Rookery, there 
was a remarkably large Dormer of Cheſnut, and about the Middle of 
it, the ſollowing Inſcription cut with a Knife or a Chizzel ; which, 
for the Sake of the latter Date's being a Daniſb Period, I ſhall exa- 
mine in this Place. The Inſcription was, WARTER. IOHN. C. 
I, T. S. 449. D. B. M. W. T. 994. It has been ſeen by many 
Antiquaries, and their Sentence has been always, that one IOHN. 

WATER, a Block-head, that did not know his Heels from his 
Head, and could not ſpell his own Name, was the Author of it; and 
the initial Letters, or Abbreviations and Dates have been confidered 
s the Reveries of an idle Head, or a fortuitous Hand; to which 


[4] Logulph, 
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Opinion I have always ſubſcribed; but reading lately, upon a Tomb- 
ſtone in a neighbouring Church, a Monumental Inſcription * of very 
modern Date, with Abbreviations like ſome of thoſe before deſcribed, 
I was encouraged to attempt a Solution, a ſecond Time. D. B. M. 
W. T. by the Help of this Clue, I ſoon found to fignify Done. By. 
Me. William. T—ſuppoſe Turner, for perhaps it is the Humour of this 
Family to abbreviate in this Manner. By the ſame Light I diſcovered 
that WARTER, IOHN did not cut the Inſcription, but was re- 
corded by it. I next conſidered what remarkable Ara 449 was; 
and found it was the very Year VORTIGERN ſtruck a League with 
Hengiſt the Saxon, C. I. T. 8, I then fancied, fignified Called. In. 
The. Saxons, but what to do with WARTER IOHN I knew not, 
write and ſpell him how you will; becauſe no Man of that Name is 
mentioned in the Hiſtory of thoſe Times. At laſt, by frequently re- 
peating WARTER IOHN, I diſcovered the Sound of VORTI- 
GERN; and that Name ſuiting, both the firſt Abbreviations, and 
the Date, I concluded the Author, through Ignorance, or Punning, 
or Enigmatic Ingenuity, which are much alike in their Operations, 
has inveloped and perplexed the Thing, but muſt mean Prince VOR- 
TIGERN. | 

But be the Fate of this Decyphering what it will, tis certain the 
Dates, which are very plain, and no Ways conjectural, may be of 
Uſe, towards clearing up the Æra when Numeral Figures, or Arabian 
Characters, came firſt into Uſe in England; or, at leaſt towards prov- 
ing, that they were uſed before the Years 1250 or 1300, contrary to 
the Aſſertions of Father Mabillon and Gerard J. Voſfius ; for this nu- 
meral Date 994, added to the famous Date at Golcheftker 1090, taken 
Notice of by [c] Mr. Thomas Lufkin of that Town, and to that other 
of A. Do. M'. 133, at Helmdon in Northamptonſhire by [d] Dr. 


* Here Lyeth Buryed the Body of 
Mrs. Francis Foorthe, who Departed this 
Life the 2oth of September, 1725. 
Aged 78 Years. 

a: £3. . ME I. Js 
Done By Me John Turner. 


IA Phil Tranſat. Aug. 1699. Ny 255: [4] Phil: Tranſact, Dec. 1683. 
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Wallis, are not to be condemned as Forgeries, becauſe ſe] a 
earned Man has faid, « Mabillon and Voſius were too good Judges 
© to be impoſed upon in the ra of Numerals. “ | 
-* There are numerous Branches of one Daniſb Family, viz. the 
Garrolds, ſtill remaining in the Village, remarkable only for the Wide- 
neſs of their Mouths, and the undeviating Poverty of their Condi- 
tion; for tis ſaid, that from their firſt Settling here in the Year 
10 g * the preſent Year 1758, there never was one of them worth 
a Shilling. | 

Some Ries Cuſtoms, or Habits remain in the Village, which 
ſeem to be of Saxon Extration, but not being certain whether they 
may not be Dani, I ſuſpended my Account of them till 1 had 
taken notice of ſome ſmall Traces and Remains of the Danes : I 
ſhall now leave it to the Judgment of the Reader to aſcribe them to 


either, or to both, as his greater Skill in the Hiſtory and Cuſtoms 


of thoſe Times and Nations ſhall incline him. I call them Cufoms 
or Habits, becauſe they were no other at firſt, but 1 mean thoſe Su- 

rinductions in the Progeny, which they derive, not by Imitation, 
bat from the very Loins of their Progenitors ; for as Cuſtom is pro- 
verbially called ſecond Nature, ſo when un:formly practiced through 
two or three Generations, it becomes a part of the firſt in later Po- 


The Cuſtom of holding the Wig on with the left Hand, while the 
Hat is taken off with the right, is an inbred Caution derived from 
their Anceſtors, who wore [ f Wool-wigs, which adhered to the 
Cap, apd could not be feparated without the utmoſt Care; but now 
Hats and Hair-wigs are in Faſhion, which are generally well lubricated 
with Oil, or Hogs-lard, there ſeems to be no Occaſion for it. The 
Cuſtam of carrying their own {ſg} Knives to an Entertainment, and 
refuſing to make Uſe of the Knives laid upon the Table, is an inbred 


Caution derived from their Anceſtors, who, in thoſe unſettled Times, 
probably ſuſpecting the Knives of their Hoſt might be inſidiouſſy 


blunted, carried their own, in cafe of a Surprize,—The Cuſtom of 
ſetting the Knife bolt upright upon the Table, as ſoon as it has cut a 
Mouthful, is an inbred Poſture of Defence derived from their An- 
celtors, who made Knives Weapons to guard themſelves, and to be 


19 Jeb's Biblioth. Literaria. | I Blafi. Epiſc, Reliq. vulgo voc. Flocculi. 
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Surety 
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Surety for their Friends, that they ſhould receive no Harm while they 
were drinking * Ehe Cuſtom of eating without a Fork, 'is an in- 
- bred Habit derived from their Anceſtors, who would not ' incumber 


both Hands at a, Time ; but is now a uſeleſs Piece of Slovenneſs; 
and yet, as Horace ſays, 


Naturam expellas furca tamen 2 recurret, 


for they will throw, them. down as faſt 28 you lay them.—The 

Cuſtom of fitting at Arm's Length from the Table, is an inbred Di- 

ſtance derived from their Anceſtors, whoſe gouty Legs to their Tables 

would not ſuffer Men to- come nearer; but in theſe more modern ard 
ſhapeable Times quite unneceſſary...  -; 

That theſe were the prudent and even aecellary Coſtors of their 


Saxon or Daniſh Anceſtors, or both, is very evident; and that they 
were delivered down to their Poſterity i in the Channel I have men- 


tioned, ſeems very probable ; for nothing but the Force of firſt, or 
ſecond Nature, which goes its own-Way, in Defiance of Faſhion or 


Ridicule,. could continue; Cuſtoms, now o pg unneceſſary, 


troubleſome, and indelicate. 

Nothing ſince the Conqueſt of this Ind by the Duke of Nor- 
mandy, commonly called WILLIAM the Conqueror, has happened 
to this Village in particular; in general he, and, for his fake, Bis An- 
ceſtors, ſeem to have been great Favorites here, as well as all over 
England. The famous Clameur de HA-RO is a Proof of it; for, 
though now fallen among Carters and Ploughmen, and by them con- 
verted into a Language, like Pedlar's French, HA, HO, HAYT, 
HO, Sc. to their Horſes, it was at firſt an Invocation, by all Ranks 


of Men, upon Duke ROLLO, under any Difficulties, even by Car- 


ters themſelves, when their Waggons were ſet in bad Roads; RO be- 
ing a current and eſtabliſhed Abbreviation of the Duke's Name. The 
Invocation was [5] HARO al aide, men Prince! The latter Part of 
which has been here, (Iliacos intra muros peccatur et extra) as well as 
e Frans * a very falſe Interpretation, to ſome little 


This Cuſtom in brug one ĩn a (i.e, ) to de Surety for_his Safety at that 
Time, was occaſioned by the Practice of the Danes, who GI uſed: to 1 or cut 
the Throats of one another, while they were drinking 

L Falleſ. Acc, of Jerſey. 
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Curſes and Imprecations ; it being, almoſt a general, Belief among 
the Vulgar, that when Men ſpeak French, or any Outlandiſh Linguo, 
RRC CNT RR. CT 7 Soon 9 

"The Corfew Bell is not rung here, becauſe there is not one in the 
Steeple that has Voice enough to be heard throughout the Pariſh; but 
the Order and Cuſtom is obſerved by all the better fort; the Poor, by 
a Fatality that runs through their whole Oeconomy, are the only Peo- 
pic that burn Fite and Candle after eight o'Clock at Night; by which 

iſmanagement they waſte a. Penny to earn an Half-penny, if they 
work ; but too often their Farthing Candle ſerves only make Darkneſs 
viſible for much worſe Purpoſes. — For this Reaſon I have often 
thought, that if Authority would order the Corfew Bell to be rung, 
or a Bell-man to go round every Parifh, at eight at Night, throughout 
the Kingdom, (inſtead of diſturbing us in our Beds at twelve or one 
in the Morning) with a Veto eſſe tale Luminis commercium, Put out 
your Lights, at every Man's Door, who does not pay Scot and Lot, it 
would be better for the Poor, for their Neighbours, and for the Com- 
monwealth, _ | 

The preſent State of this Pariſh differs nothing from the ancient 
in Point of Fruitfulneſs. The People by Intermarriages, and orber 
ways, have paſſed through ſa many binations, that they are all ſet 
down under the common Denomination of Engliſh. They are Chri- 
ſtians, as appears moſt evidently from the Pariſh Regiſter ; and all of 
them, when they do not ſtay at Home, go to the fame Place of Wor- 
ſhip ; except one, — —, who retaining fome Tenets of his Br:- 
% Paganiſm, pays his Devotions under an Oak, or a Walnut-Tree, 
with a modern Druid, every Sabbath-Day.—— There have been but 
two Houſes erected of late Years; the one ſeemingly contrived by 
Eli, a Jew-Chriſtian Family ſettled here ; for it is built without a 
Stair-caſe, upon the Jewi/h Model of climbing, not walking up, to 
Bed. The other I know not by whom; but it is upon a very in- 
hoſpitable Plan (quite _— to the Tempers of the late Inhabi- 
tants) for the Chimnies are ſo placed, it is difficult to get in at the 
Door. The prevailing Taſte runs much upon building Temples to 
Claacina, and Menageries for Wild-Boars; Structures in themſelves 
beautiful, but at the Expence of that noble Roman Way, the Via 


Tcenorum that leads the Pariſh, which narrow and obum- 
brate,-The Morals of 


People are like the Morals of other Men, 
- of 
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of the ſame Rank; not the worſe perhaps for the Advice of their 
Parſon, of whom they ſeem to entertain a tolerably good Opinion. 
The Parſon * has begot himſelf Children, made himſelf 

Orchards, and planted Trees in them of all Kinds. He hath made 
himſelf Pools of Water, to water there with the Trees; and he has 
had Poſſeſſion of great Cattle above all that were in WHEATFIELD 
before him, : 

——- VALEAT RES LUDICRA,—— 


* This Paſſage alludes to the Rector's numerous Family of nine Children To his 


Love for Gardens and Plantations— To his ing ſome ſraall Pieces of Water, and to 
his very accidental Breeding and Feeding a large that, after Sale, was made 2 
Shew of. | 
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